I have a little twinge of sadness when the school bus starts pulling in my driveway on a regular basis. Not only because my little girl is growing up, but because a return back to school is a pretty major sign that summer is winding down, and I really, really like summer. I’m a fan of hot weather, green grass and bright blue sky. But, somewhere around Labor Day I do manage to embrace fall. The nights may be cooler, but the natural bounty is everywhere. One of the best things about fall is how it treats all of your senses. Here is just a quick look at my fall favorites, not only the can’t miss events, but also the can’t miss flavors. 

We’ll start with a wander through a few Rock County Orchards. Apple Hut on Walters Road in Beloit is my source for fresh and quite fabulous apple donuts. Fall isn’t complete without them. Arrowhead Orchard on S. Schroeder Road and Ridgewood Orchard on Emerson Road in Beloit also offer great apples, cider, baked goods and much more. Other fall flavors you can’t miss include raspberries, grapes, squash and of course pumpkins.  Try Skelly’s Farm Market on Hayner Road or Meyer’s Farm Market on Townline Road as a source for these goodies and much more. 

Now that we have covered the taste buds, how about a little treat for the eyes? That would be fall color of course.  With 25 miles of trails in Janesville it is easy to take a walk or hop on your bike and take in the splendor. Need a little more speed and own a bike with it’s own motor? Rock County features two of Wisconsin’s official rustic roads. Serns Road between County J and John Paul Road, just north of Milton, takes you through picturesque and gently rolling agricultural terrain. Riley Road intersects with Highway 14 west of Janesville and runs north to County Line Road. It passes through woodlands, rolling meadows and lowland marshes, offering great fall foliage and a chance to see some wildlife.   

We still need to take in the sounds of fall.  Janesville has a couple of great opportunities to treat the ears with the Janesville Performing Arts Center’s fall line-up and the fall season at the Armory Dinner Theater. JPAC’s fall season includes Boulder Acoustic Society, itsnotyouitsme, and Cathie Ryan.  The Armory will run Nunsense September 18 through October 25 and A Wonderful Life November 6 through December 27.  Other great community events coming up this fall include Rotary Gardens Art and Wine Fest-i-Fall and their annual plant sale, the SCWBA Parade of Homes, Historic Walking Tours and the Rock County Women’s Expo. 

Need something you can feel? How about the chill of the ice at a Janesville Jets’ Hockey Game. The season opened September 5th and individual tickets are just $9.  For a chill down your spine, try the Cemetery Tour of Oakhill Cemetery on October 10th or a walk through Skelly’s Farm Market’s Corn Maze open September 19th through October 31. 

Needless to say, I only touched on a few of the great things fall in Janesville and Rock County has to offer. So if you need more information check out our new website at www.janesvillecvb.com.  

